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Reply to Office Action of September 0, 30 1 0 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C § 102 

Canceled claims 1-2. 4* 5 and 9 and pending claim 18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(b) as being anticipated by several references, including Japanese Pat. No, 2001-333683 to 
Moribe, Japanese Pat. No. 2003-070408 to Murakami, U.S. Patent No. 3,974,762 to Kita et aL 
(hereinafter "Kita") and U.S. Patent No. 3,078,631 to Seserman. 

Canceled claims 1 and 9 and pending claim 18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,588,278 to Wynn et aL (hereinafter "WyiuT). 

In view of recent discussions, the Interview and claim amendments and clarifications, 
Applicants respectfully traverse each of these novelty rejections because each fails to disclose 
each element of new claims 31-68 and pending claims 14 and 16-18. 

CJaim ^ 1 , for example, is directed to an extermination device. The extermination 
device comprises a two-part housing and a trigger device disposed substantially therebetween, 
the trigger interposed between a bait and the housing edge, the housing being configured to 
hold an expanded resilient ring* wherein the extermination device is configured to release the 
resilient ring free of the extermination device such that it contracts around a pest when the 
trigger device is actuated by the pest, thereby exterminating the pest. 

The instant invention is readily distinguishable over the references of record, as 
discussed and resolved during the Interview and in prior prosecution. 

In view of the above arguments and instant presentation ot independent Claims 3 i, 58, 
63 and 69, as well as dependent claims 14, 16-18, 32-57. 59-62 and 64-68, Applicants 
respectfully submit that the claims, as presented, overcome all § 1 02(b) rejections. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the § 102(b) rejections are, accordingly, respectfully 
requested. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Canceled claims 10, 12 and 13 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious 
over the various references indicated above, i.e., Moribe, Murakami, Kita, Seserman and 
Wynn. Applicants respectfully traverse these rejections. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the pending claims are distinguishable from these 
references for the same reasons set forth hereinabove, and as per the agreement at the 

12 

PAGE 14/15 * RCVDAT 10129/2010 3:26:00 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/8 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:3014820228 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-52 



' ' 10/29/2010 15:26 3014820228 

U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/581,533 
Reply to Office Action of September 9, 2010 

Interview. Reconsideration and withdrawal of The § 103(a) rejections of the claims over the 
references are respectfully requested. 

In view of the above arguments and presentation of new claims for the instant 
invention, Applicant respectfully submits that all of the pending claims are allowable over the 
art of record, and that the instant response be considered timely and entered Reconsideration 
and withdrawal of all of the §§ 102(b) and 103(a) rejections are, accordingly, respectfully 
requested. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing. Applicants respectfully request a Notice of Allowance. There 
may be additional reasons that the pending subject matter is patentably distinct from the cited 
references in addition to those discussed herein. Applicants reserve the right to raise any such 
arguments in the future. If the Examiner believes that a telephone conference would advance 
the prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the 
below-listed telephone number. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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